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Geth up close and personal with a
nﬁlg owl

Who he is: I you vant the soreech of what may be the workd's biggest owl &s your
cati-phome ring tone, you can have i Thanks toJonathan Staght He's a 30-vear-old 5t
Paul resident and a doctoral studant at the Linivarsity of Minnesota who is studying the
Blakistor's fish owi, a rare and endangared creature that hangs out in nartheest Asia,

What he does: Slaght, who is in Russia working with a researcher o kearm mong about
the elusive creature, has been one of the few pecpda io ged close enowgh for a good
recarding of the Bialeston's voralizations. And a coupls of his racordings — a pair of fish
owla ginging o each other end & call of a juvenile — have ended up on the Web sie of
the Center for Biologlcal Dhversity (w0 biclegicaldivers ity ong), whens you can download
e snumds bo your cedl phone for free, slong with the woices of other endangered ammals
likz the Memican wolf, the Baluga whale and the Cragon spothed frog.

Sounds like? "l have one (3 fiah owl call) on my phane now,” Slaght sald. *it's not &
pleasant noises.”

Yau're unlikely bo hear @ Blakiston fish owl any other way. “At keast for the juvenile, this is
probably the best recording thers is," he said.

Why this owl: Slaght said estimates of the nuember of Blakiston's tsh owis in the word
ramge from abowt 800 to 5,000, *A lot of peaple say it's one of the most endangared owls
in the world," he sand.

Ty re very Cryptic bards, They're very easy to méss,” he added, even though with &
wingspan af abaul 2 meters, the Blakslon also rmay be the biggest owl in the warld.

“They're very large birds,” Slaght said. "They ane neat-locking owls. Their sar ufts are
nusual "

Thie el T in ald-grondh rver valleys, feeding on aquatic prey. They don't migrate, and
they™we been threatenaed by logging, cverfishing and other forms of human encroachment

Wy Russia: Slaght is working with Russian researcher Serged Surmach to develop a
conservation plan for the binds, Part of the work will involve trapping about 30 owis and
outfitting them with hamesses that will carry radio transmitters. That will allow the
researchers to track the binds' habitat use.

T gt resady for the work, Slaght traired at the Urs Rapter Canter in December, learning
how to attach the hamess by practicing on great hormed owls, "I akes about 1060 15
minutes.” he said.

Know someane doimg something rew, imberastmg or mspiring in the Great Cutdoors?
We'd e 1o hear about 8 Contact stail writer Richaed Chin at 851-226-8560 or
rehingipaoniser press,com,
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